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kingdom, or universal Church upon earth, and to depute the
Apostles* and their successors, as his heralds or ambassadors,

to publish the GosPEL, or glad tidings of salvation., to all the
human creation. This includes the constitution of the primi-
tive Church.

The second clause states, more particularly, the nature of
their commission, and the conditions of salvation : 1. to disci-
pline all the nations of the world, or train them up to religion
and virtue, more perfectly and efficaciously than any former dis-
pensation preparatory thereto.

" THE LAW appeared imperfect, and best given
With purpose to resign them *, in full time,
Up to a BETTER COVENANT ; disciplined
From shadowy types to TRUTH, from flesh to SPIRIT."   Milton.

*2* To teach them the mysterious doctrines, the peculiar rites,

the important precepts and duties of the GOSPEL, immediately
communicated by CHRIST to his Apostles.

The third clause states the encouraging, the awful, and the
eternal sanctions of the GOSPEL, salvation to believers that are
baptised, and obey his commandments; but damnation to dis-
believers, who reject and disobey them.

The fourth clause states the miraculous powers- and extra-
ordinary gifts of THE SPIRIT, conferred on the Apostles and
first professors of CHRISTIANITY, in order to qualify and ena-
ble them to execute and accomplish their arduous commission
to a careless, a prejudiced, and a wicked world, immersed in
ignorance, superstition, idolatry, and vice.

The fifth clause states the ordinary aids or fruits - of THE
SPIRIT, promised by CHEIST to his Church., during its con-
tinuance upon earth, unto the end of the world, and consum-
mation of all things.

Reserving for the last, the profound constitution and disci-
pline of the Church, to be collected from the Acts and Epistles;
we shall proceed, in the first place, to analyze and explain the
mysterious doctrines and sacraments of the GOSPEL, The
TRINITY, regeneration, justification by faith, baptism, and
THE LORD'S Supper^ which are intimately connected together,
and best explained by OUR LOUD himself in the Gospels.

* The Jews.